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TCRC, a Kougar; Cal Brandon of
Trivalley, flying the Supermarine;
Jack Reeves, a J3 Cub; Doug
Stahlke of Grassfield, a Sea Master;
Morgan Larson of TCRC, a Sea
Cruiser; David Erickson of TCRC, a
Sea Master and a Northstar; Mark
Cater of TCRC, a Sea Master; Don
Olson of TCRC, a Big Stik; and Rae
Richardson, a J-3 Cub.

Tom Steinmueller had a huge
Supermarine on floats that brought
all activity at the beach to a stop asiit
taxied out and took to the air.
Without a doubt this was the crowd's
favorite!

Tom aso had the most
spectacular accident as his Yascale
Clipped Wing Cub lost contact with
its radio and ended up in a tree
acrossthe lake.

Jim Miller had his new Extra 300
on floats present. He hasn’t flown
this plane yet, and although it did
taxi, Jm didn’t put it into the air at
the float fly.

Roger Sandhoff of MARCEE had
an electric plane present that was
fitted with a digital camera He
could practically hover this craft
over the beach as he took aerial

shots.  The pictures turned out
fantasticc.  He may be a future
program at TCRC.

At 2:30, the pilots started packing
up the planes and heading home.
Thanks to all of the TCRC members
that came out to fly, help out,
spectate and to enjoy a wonderful
Spring day. ©

Minneapolis, Minnesota U.S.A.

Curtiss T32 ‘Condor’

by Conrad Naegele

The May Mystery Plane was the US civil transport the Curtiss T32
‘Condor’.

The Curtiss Aircraft Company was especially busy during the 20's
and early 30's producing many new aircraft. Of course, a that time,
between the wars, the field was wide open for all sorts of planes, new
techniques, materials and idess.

One model was the T32 Condor. A 15-passenger biplane, it was of
mixed construction, featuring both metal and fabric. Again, this was a
transition period that utilized tried-and-true fabric with the new chrome
molly welded components. An innovation was that the wheels retracted
into the engine nacelles. This was a great airplane and was easy to fly
with complete comfort for the passengers. Unfortunately, its timing was
poor as it came out just before the true airliners, the Boeing 247 and the
Douglas DC | and 2. It was innovative in that there were two models,
one for normal daytime use and a convertible day-night sleeper with 6
compartments each with 2 berths/seats. The rich will be served.

One model was used on the Byrd Antarctic expedition and two were
operated by the US Navy, designated as the R4C. As a bomber the
Condor was supplied to China. Those planes carried 3,968 pounds of
bombs and 5 -.30-caliber machine guns. Records are not accurate but
there were 21 aircraft produced.

The Condor was powered by two Wright Cyclone 9-cylinder radial
engines that each developed 720 horsepower. It had a wingspan of 82
feet, a gross weight of 17,500 pounds and a speed of 167 mph. It had a
crew of 2 and carried 12-15 passengers. ©



